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In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows. Please cancel claims 6-7, 1 1 and 14 without prejudice. 
Applicant reserves the right to pursue the canceled claims or similar variations of them. 

1) (Currently amended) A method of [ determining if a printing process op e rated corr e ctly 
comprising the stops of] inspecting printing, the method comprising : 

digitally watermarking an image, said watermark being redundantly applied in [ multiplo ] areas 
of said image, 

printing said image on a carrier, 

acquiring a second image of the image primed on said carrier, 

[ reading ] detecting the digital watermark [data] from [eaeii-aFea] areas of said second image, and 
determining [the] an extent to which the digital watermark is delected in the areas as a measure 
of quality of the printing [ from th e ocqxiired digital watermark data ]. 

2) (Currently amended) The method recited in claim 1 wherein said watermark includes a [gri4] 
signal embedded into the image at selected spatial frequ encies. 

3) (Original) The method recited in claim 1 wherein said carrier is a label. 

4) (Original) The method recited in cliiim 1 wherein said second image is acquired using a 
digital camera. 

5) (Currently amended) The method recited in claim 3 wherein said label is [rojoctod if said 
4i ffltal wat e rmark data do e s not meet oortain criteria ] evaluated based on strength of watermark 
signal detected in the areas as the measure of the quality of the printing , 

6-7) (Canceled) 
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8) (Currently amended) A method of [ d e termining tho quality of a printed imag e comprising tho 
steps of] inspecting Quality of printing, the p rinting including a first image that has been digitally 
modified to embed a digital watermark signal and printed on a carrier to createa printed image, 
the method comprising : 

[ digitally modifying said first image to embed a digital wat e rg ta fk - in - saidimag e , 
printing said firGt imago onto a carri e r to oroato a printed im age;] 
acquiring a second image of said printed image, 

reading said watermark signal from said second image to [go no i at o wate r mark data ] compute a 
measure of the digital watermark signal strength embedded in the second image , and 
determining [the] quality of said printing from [ aaid wat e r mark-data] the measure of the digital 
watermark signal strength . 

9) (Original) The method recited in claim 8 wherein said carrier is a label. 

10) (Currently amended) The method recited in claim 8 wherein said watermark comprises a 
[^td] signal embedded into the image at selected spatial frequencies . 

11) (Canceled). 

12) (Original) The method recited in claim 8 wherein said watermark is redundantly embedded 
in multiple areas of said image. 

13) (Original) The method recited in claim 12 wherein said carrier is a label. 

14) (Canceled) 

15) (Currently amended) A system for [ d e t e rmining th e quality of ] inspecting a printed image, 
said printed image including a digital watermark, said watermark being redundantly applied to 
[ multipl e] areas of said printed image, said system comprising, 

-S- 
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an image capture device for acquiring [ a s e cond ] an image of said printed image, and a computer 
that executes a watermark reading program for [ r e ading waterm ari c informat ion] detecting a 
digital watermark signal from [e ach of ] said areas of said image, and code for 
examining [she] magnitude of the digital w atermark [m formatio ft] signal in said areas [to 
ddf£4rt 8lfi&] as a measure of ftke] quality of said printing. 

16) (Currently amended) The system recited in claim 16 wherein said digital watermark 
includes a [^d] signal embedded into the image at selected spatial frequencies . 

17) (Currently amended) A system for inspecting [ determining if tho] quality of printed labels 
[ is-acc e ptab iej, said labels being printed with an image which includes a digital watermark 
embedded in [ multipl e] areas of said image, 

means for acquiring an image of said labels after said labels have been printed, 

means for [ roading ] detecting a watermark s ignal [data] from [e ach area] lhe_ areas of said image 

of said labels, and 

means for determining an extent to which the watermark signal is detected in the areas as a 
measure of print [ indicating that the ] quality of said labels [ is unacceptable if th e watormark - data 
r e ad from e ach ar e a of said imago^oo 9-f tot mQg ^s pceiik>d -ei4t^iaj. 

18) (Currently amended) The system recited in claim 17 wherein said digital watermark 
includes a [£p4d] signal embedded into the image at selected spatial frequencies . 

19. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein strength of the digital watermark signal in the areas 
is used as a measure of print quality. 

20. (New) The method of claim 19 wherein strength of the digital watermark is measured as a 
function of spatial frequencies that have been modified to embed the digital watermark in the 
areas. 



-9- 



PAGE 11/15 * RCVD AT 2/10/20O5 9:02:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ^ DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+50346M777 < DURATION (mm-ss);04-08 



FEB-1 0-2005 19:09 FRMMIGIMARC +5034694777 T-209 P. 012/015 F-440 



JRM:lmf> 02/10/05 EWG-143L PATENT 

21. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein the digital waicrmark is embedded in a background 
image. 

22. (New) The method of claim 8 wherein strength of the digital watermark signal in areas of 
the image where the digital watermark is redund«mtly embedded is used as a measure of print 
quality. 

23. (New) The method of claim 22 wherein strength is measured as a function of spatial 
frequencies that have been modified to embed the digital watermark. 

24. (New) The method of claim 8 wherein the digital watermark is embedded in a background 
image. 
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